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◆
HOUSTON — Like most true heroes, these

assume the mantle reluctantly.
Some insist they were simply doing what

they were paid to do. Others said they were
doing what anyone in similar circumstances
would have done.

In the process, whether they like to admit it
or not, they became heroes.

Those who are known insist there was noth-
ing exceptional about their actions, that they
happened to be in the right place at the right
time to help someone in need.

Maybe. But forgive those they helped for
seeing it somewhat differently.

Fighting the water
Sgt. C. R. Bean, a 20-year veteran of the

Houston Police Department, can’t swim. But
when he grabbed a rope and waded without a
second thought into the Little White Oak
Bayou that Friday night, he wasn’t going
swimming.

About 45 minutes earlier three young men
driving to a concert near downtown had been
washed off the road and were now clinging to
trees on the bank of the bayou, crawling ever
higher into the branches as the water rose.

Bean and a colleague, Officer Mike
Lumpkin, dragged themselves through the
water along a fence topped with barbed wire
until they caught sight of the first young
man, 23-year-old Jeremy Harman. With a life
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Ex-jailer out on bond
Former Nueces County
jailer Charles Kaufman,

who was
sentenced
to six
months in
the county
jail for
assaulting
an inmate,
was
released

from jail Friday on a
$10,000 bond pending
his appeal of the con-
viction. Page B1

Water-wise color
Xeriscaping is no
longer a dirty word
among gardeners look-
ing for a lush, colorful
landscape. Find out the
real deal on water con-
servation with flair.
Home & Garden, Page
E1

Beneficial webs
Many home gardeners
are seeing fine webs on

the bark of
trees. The
phenome-
non is actu-
ally a bene-
ficial con-
dition.
Keep It
Green
columnist

Michael Womack
explains. Home &
Garden, Page E1

City worker indicted
A city employee has
been indicted on a
felony charge that she
shared a police report
with her father-in-law,
who was accused in the
report of assaulting his
common-law wife. Page
B4

Transplant clinic
The Texas Transplant
Institute in July will
open the Corpus Christi
Transplant Clinic at
1521 S. Staples to help
provide pre- and post-
transplant evaluation
and care. Page B1

CHL moves deadline
Officials with the new
Central Hockey League
postponed Friday’s
deadline until Monday
to determine how many
of the 23 combined CHL
and Western
Professional Hockey
League teams will be
included in the new
league. Sports, Page C7

OPINION

Kids teaching kids
Texas is looking at a
novel approach to com-
bat sexual harassment
in the schools. Ty
Meighan’s column,
Viewpoints, Page A17
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Donna Shaver lends a hand to the last
of the Kemp’s ridley turtle hatchlings
released on the beach.

Houston 
flood
creates
heroes
Survivors of the 
deluge thank those 
who saved them

Wife: Hanssen
gave spy money
to Mother Teresa

Endangered
Kemp’s ridleys
are released

BY LETY LAUREL
Caller-Times

◆
The season’s second group of

silver-dollar-sized Kemp’s ridley
hatchlings was released at sun-
rise Friday on the Padre Island
National Seashore to applause
and squeals of laughter from
about 100 spectators and volun-
teers.

Scientists hoped one or two of
the 40 turtles released would
survive, said Donna Shaver, sta-
tion leader of the U.S.
Geological Survey Padre Island
Field Research Station. 

The eggs are among 656 incu-
bated at the station. 

“It is a compelling story, the
struggle for survival,” Jock
Whitworth, park superintend-
ent, said. “I look at it as a life
event, a significant emotional
event.”

Delivery
Joe Lescavage, like a proud

father, toted around a cigar for
the event. 

Lescavage�� � patrol volunteer,
found the nest of 113 eggs April

Please see TURTLES/A14

Paul Iverson/Caller-Times

Two Kemp’s ridley turtle hatchlings edge toward the Gulf of Mexico after being released at the Padre Island National Seashore.

Shrimper dies as surprise storm sinks his boat

She says priest urged donation
of money received from Soviets

BY JAMES RISEN AND DAVID JOHNSTON
New York Times News Service

◆
WASHINGTON — The wife of spy sus-

pect Robert Hanssen has told the authori-
ties that he confided to her and to a
Catholic priest approximately 20 years
ago that he had begun
supplying information to
the KGB. 

She said that the priest
initially urged Hanssen
to turn himself in, but
then changed his mind
and persuaded Hanssen
to donate the $20,000 he
had received from the
Soviets to charity, gov-
ernment officials and
others involved in the
case said.

Hanssen told his wife that he gave the
money, in small installments, to Mother
Teresa’s charitable efforts, according to

Please see HANSSEN/A10

40-60 mph winds, high waves spawned by weather system; Coast Guard aids in other rescues 

BY LETY LAUREL
Caller-Times

◆
An unexpected storm that ripped

through the Coastal Bend on
Friday, packing winds of 40 to 60
mph, sank a shrimp boat and killed
one man.

The storm also led to three water
rescues along the South Texas
coast.

Theo Khamphoumy, a 47-year-old
Rockport man, was killed, and his

wife, Fanah Khamphoumy, 47, was
injured after their bay shrimp boat
sank in Aransas Bay. 

Their boat, the Vilay, began tak-
ing on water as the storm hit the
area.

“His wife had her life jacket on
and jumped over,” said U.S. Coast
Guard Petty Officer Steve Howell.
“She said she saw her husband
jump off but she didn’t know if he
resurfaced.”

Khamphoumy’s body was found

by Rockport police at 2:26 p.m. on
the shore of Key Allegro. 

His wife was rescued by the
Coast Guard and was taken to
Christus Spohn Hospital Memorial,
where she was later released.

Although the exact cause of the
sinking is unknown, Howell said
rain, winds and tides resulting
from the severe weather con-
tributed to the accident.

The National Weather Service
Please see STORM/A18
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